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ANOTHER LEAD. 
ON SCORPONOK, 
ONE THAT I'M IN 
THE PROCESS OF 
FOLLOWING 
IP... 


HOT RODS BACK ON 
HIS Fi UT THERE'S STILL 
NO WORD ON /RONHIDE. 
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DEAD OR ALIVE, HE SEEMS 
TO HAVE DROPPED OFF 
THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 


-sPHYSICALLY, “E 
KUP’S BETTER, BUT 
THERE'S NO TELLING 
WHEN OR EVEN /F 
HE'LL BE MENTALLY 
FIT FOR ACTIVE 


x wlTS 
THIS WHOLE 
SUNSTREAKER 
THING. HE JUST 
WON'T LET 
z IT DROP... 


RATCHETS 
TRYING TO GET 
AGD.* FIX, BUT 
THE TAG IS EITHER 
MALFUNCTIONING 
OR SHIELDED FROM 
ARK-17'S SENSORS. EXAMINATION OF 
THE DATA STORAGE 
DEVICE. AND. 
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oe THE 
HUMANS ARE 
SHOWING NO 
ILL-EFFECTS 
FROM THE GAS 
THAT RENDERED 
THEM... 


BUT IT IS NOT My 
BRUSH WITH MORTALITY 
THAT WEIGHS HEAVILY 
ON MY MIND... 


WOULD HAVE DIED, HAD I NOT 
MANAGED TO MAKE MEGATRON 
BELIEVE MY SPARK HAD 
ALREADY BEEN EXTINGUISHED. 


ESCALATION #: 


--ROUTINE SURVEILLANCE 
HAS GENERATED SOME 
INTERESTING GEO-POLITICAL 
LINES OF INVESTIGATION IN 
OUR RENEWED QUEST TO 
ISOLATE A FAC— 


TO COUNSEL ME, NO ONE 
IN WHOM I CAN CONFIDE. 


SAVE OME 


DESPITE VOCIFEROUS, IF DULY 
RESPECTFUL, PROTESTATIONS 
FROM PROWL, I TAKE ARK-3Z... 


..AND SET COURSE FOR 
THE MUTA-GAATH NEBULA. 


ONLY ONE: 
SURE WAY TO 
Fi i) 


-/AND KILL 
WHOEVER AND 
WHATEVER WE 

FIND INSIDE! 


I SUPPOSE I NEED 
(O KNOW 
THE TRUTH ABOUT 
THE FIRST ARK... AND 
NOVA PRIME! 


'S 
ALIVE. BUT... 


‘D, 


RECOGNITION. 


IN INFRASPACE, 
IN HIS PRESENCE, I 
FELT UTTER DREAD, A 
SENSATION I RESERVE FOR 
THE LIKES OF MEGATRON 
OR THUNDERWING, 
NOT A GUARDIAN 
OF THE MATRIX. 


yOU KNEW 
HIM, DIDN'T YOu? 
NOVA PRIME. 


COULD HE 
HAVE CHANGED 
THAT MUCH? || 


ON THE EVOLUTIONARY 
PACE OF THE CYBERTRONIAN 
RACE. WHERE I CHAMPIONED 
RESTRAINT AND ISOLATION, 
A SLOW INNER GROWTH 
THROUGH INTELLECTUAL 
CONTEMPLATION, NOVA... 


.- WASN'T ABOUT TRADE 
AND EXPLORATION AT 
ALL, WAS IT? IT WAS A 

PART OF THIS... 


-- EXPANSION. 


I SUSPECT AS MUCH, 
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KALY. 
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— MONSTRUCTOR... 
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-.UNLESS I DO SOMETHING! 


«SOMETHING MORE 


DRASTIC |S CALLED For. |¥fh 
ey NS 
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OMEGA SUPREME TAKES US AS FAR 
AWAY AS HE CAN. BUT WE BOTH KNOW... 


.. FUNCTION. 
RESTORATIVE 
‘SUB-SYSTEMS ARE 
STABILIZING MY 
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WHEN NOVA PRIME—AND 
JHIAXUS—DISAPPEARED... 
T TOOK IT UPON MYSELF 
TO CONSIGN THEIR DEVIAN 
CREATION TO A DIMENSIONALLY 
DISPLA iSO 


ED PRI 


A CONNECTIVE 
FILAMENT DIRECTLY __ 


ARMATURE. STRIKING IT 
WITH ENOUGH FORCE... 


WAIT! MONSTRUCTOR-I 
ENTREAT YOU TO STOP! 
A GRIEVOUS WRONG HAS 
BEEN DONE TO YOU, AND 
TWILL DO EVERYTHING IN 
MY POWER TO HELP! 


HELP US? IF 


YOU_WANT TO 
HELP US. 


Ww. 
l LS 
teat 


EPILOGUE: YOU'RE RISKING 
EVERYTHING, PRIME. IF 
THIS GESTALT TECHNOLOGY 


FALLS INTO THE HANDS OF 
THE DECEPTICONS... 


JETFIRE, 
DO WHAT 
YOU_CAN FOR 
THEM. BUT... 


«HANDLE WITH 
Bereene” \f 
CAUTION. 


.. HAS PROVEN ITSELF _TARNISHED, 
CORRUPT. THOSE I STROVE TO 
LIVE UP TO HAVE BEEN TORN 
FROM THEIR PEDESTALS. 


